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District Newsletter 
District Update: 

 
Spring has finally arrived and the valley is coming back to life. The blue birds and robins are singing in 
the morning and flowers have begun to pop up in gardens. The change of seasons is marked by 
events occurring in the district.  Junior Prom, spring sports, college visits, Kindergarten Round-Up, 8th 
grade promotion and graduation are a few occasions that come to mind.  How are we supposed to 
stay focused on learning and instruction when it is so amazing outside?  Many of our students will be 
building castles in the sky as they daydream about exploring things beyond our classroom walls;  I 
know I did!  Student engagement is a continual challenge regardless of the time of year, however 
many find paying attention more difficult in the spring and summer months.  I would encourage 
everyone to take advantage of our beautiful campuses and the surrounding areas whenever possible. 
Spring is a great time for creative lessons or occasional spontaneous field trips.  

 Legislature 
 

Last week I attended the Montana Association of School Superintendents Conference held in Helena. The 

Legislative School Funding Interim Commission outlined their priorities and provided an open panel 

discussion for our group. The top four priorities that were communicated at the meeting were, 

recruitment and retention of teachers in Montana, funding for school facilities, SPED funding, and district 

structure. Most areas of the state are struggling to pass levies or support more funding for education. 

One of the panelist stated that our aging population is not going to support levies. They encouraged 

people to begin thinking outside the box; one idea he shared was a consumption tax? During the last 

legislature they did not increase support for SPED in Montana. This session they intend to make this a 

priority. Finally there was very little discussion about their fourth priority that related to school district 

structures. There would be a substantial savings to the state, if the smallest 100 schools in Montana 

consolidated; this is not a new discussion and is strongly resisted at the local level. In most cases, school 

consolidation only takes place as a means of natural progression. There was some discussion about TRS 

and the use of the states Coal Trust to supplement the program.  
 

Professional Development 

 
We currently have a district Professional Development Committee that is working on scheduling a local 
paid professional development opportunity during June. They are also looking at staff needs and making 
plans for our TDD and PIR days for next year. They will give their suggestions to both the calendar 
committee and the administrative team. There is a representative from each school on the committee. If 
you have input or suggestions see your building administrator for more details.  
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Technology 
 

Technology is a valuable, but potentially hazardous tool for communication. Many read the recent article 
about the security breach in Missoula County School District that resulted in confidential student data 
being released to all parents; unfortunate event for many. Please take appropriate measures to ensure 
that student and other sensitive data is handled in a professional manner. Keeping confidential 
information confidential, is the right thing and the law; we are responsible for FERPA regulations and 
State Law. Some easy items to consider include, avoid storing confidential data on your desktop, when 
you walk away from your computer log out, don’t put your user name and password on a sticky note on 
the monitor, don’t give others your user names and passwords, take cyber security seriously.    
 
 
  

District Leadership Team:  

  
Our next district leadership team meeting is scheduled for March 21th 4:30-5:30. The meeting will be held 

in room 18 at the high school, snacks will be provided. An agenda will be posted on the website Monday. 

Topics include mid-year academic performance, Professional Development Committee update, 

Beautification Days, and the Strength Team. We will work together to make plans relative to the needs of 

each school, and share ideas about continual school improvement. If you have ideas you would like to 

share, please contact an administrator, team member, or come to the meeting.    

 

Quotes of the Month:  

 

“You are not here merely to make a living. You are here in 

order to enable the world to live more amply, with greater 

vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You are 

here to enrich the world, and you impoverish yourself if you 

forget the errand.” – Woodrow Wilson, 28th President 

 

   “Whatever you are, be a good one.” Abraham Lincoln  

 

 

 

 

 

 


